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and liberties, they would continue to assert them. Accordingly,
to secure their own and the kingdom's ccommon right, freedom,
peace, and safety', they demanded; that parliament be purged
of delinquent, corrupt, or unfairly elected members; that it
should name a day for its dissolution, in view of the people's
right to choose their representatives at frequent intervals; and
that, after public justice had been satisfied by some few examples,
an act of oblivion should be speedily passed.1 This declaration
was quickly followed by the impeachment, in the name of the
army, of eleven members of parliament—the leaders of the
presbyterian majority.2 Their withdrawal was forced by a threat
of an advance on London.
By this time relations between the majority of parliament
and the army were so inflamed that it seemed more feasible to
the army leaders to reach an agreement with the king than
with the legislature. Cromwell and Ireton, who were mainly
concerned, soon found that they had undertaken no easy task.
They suspected that Charles was more anxious to make a total
breach between the army and parliament than to come to terms.
Ireton told him plainly, 'Sir, you have the intention to be an
arbitrator between the parliament and us, and we mean to be it
between your Majesty and the parliament-'3 In conversation
with Berkeley, Cromwell declared that, 'whatever the world
might judge of them, they would be found no seekers of them-
selves, farther than to have leave to live as subjects ought to do,
and to preserve their consciences; and that they thought no
men could enjoy their lives and estates quietly, without the
king had his rights.' On the other hand the king 'discovered
not only to me, but to every one he was pleased to converse
with, a total diffidence of all the army . . . and grounded it
chiefly upon the officers backwardness, to treat of receiving any
favour, or advantage from his Majesty.'4
During July the council of the army had been slowly elaborat-
ing the conditions to be offered to Charles I. The Heads of the
Proposals suggested that parliament should set a date for its own
termination; henceforth there should be biennial parliaments
lasting for not less than one hundred and twenty days and en-
joying control over the army and navy for ten years; no royalist
1 Rushworth, pt. iv, vol. i. 564-70.    .	* Ibid., pp. 570-1.
3	'Memoirs of Sir John Berkeley'> in Francis Maseres, Select Tracts (1826), i. 360.
4	Ibid., p. 361.
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